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From Andy...
For me this is a bit of an occasion. It’s my last Vicar’s message in the
Newsletter which we’ve been producing since lockdown. November 7th
is my last service here in Shelf before I move to St Peter’s, Redcar.
It’s been a great nine and a half years. When I first came I didn’t
realise I was a bit broken but five stents, a bit of rest and a load of
meds later I have recovered my strength and confidence in ministry.
I’ve got all of you to thank for that and of course Marion whom I spent
the first six years or so with and then Jane for the past three years.
I’ve made many friends whilst I’ve been here in church, in the
community and in the deanery. I’ve laughed and cried with you, (I’m so
pleased that you all understood my sense of humour, although
someone wisely said to me the other day, “it’s a good job we know
you, you might not get away with the things you say with someone
who doesn’t), and I’ve prayed with you and for you as you have for me
and my family. Talking of family, since I’ve been here I’ve had nine
grandchildren, two weddings, and various other family events that
have rooted us in the community. My grandchildren will always have
memories of the vicarage and church.
I have loved being involved with the witness and ministry here; JSP,
Men’s Group, Little Angels, Messy Church, Church Live, Bradford City,
School assemblies and visits, Tuesday working party, home groups,
worship in the woods, Tuesday coffee mornings, church fates, meals
and get-togethers, Mothers Union, Remembrance Sundays,
collaboration with Sandale, weekly prayers with other local vicars, and
a million other things that have made my experience here in Shelf just
amazing. I’ve been blown away by many comments from people in the
community.
BUT I do feel it is time to move on and see what God has for me in
Redcar. I’ll take with me some great memories, amazing friendships
and a lot more experience than I had than when I arrived in Shelf with
Buttershaw.

What pearl of wisdom can I leave you with? Simple, see the pic below
which is a photo of the prayer corner display in church.

A Prayer
Dear God, ‘unchanging
one’, (as we sometimes
sing), ‘the same
yesterday, today and
forever’ (as we read in
Hebrews); why is it that
change is such hard
work? There’s so much
stuff to do, so many
things to put in boxes,
so many arrangements
to make, so many
goodbyes to say, so many hellos to anticipate. I’ve got to say that some
of the time I just want to stay in bed in the morning, cover myself up in
the duvet and hope that when I eventually pop my head out of the
covers, all this will be over and I can get on with normal unchanging
life again.
Thinking about it though, Lord, unlike yourself you have created us to
change all the time, second by second, minute by minute from birth to
death. In which case I should be thankful that I have you to hold onto.
You who never changes no matter what stuff is changing in my life.
And, perhaps it’s good to go through the process of sorting my life out
into moveable boxes from time to time, perhaps there’s stuff there
that I can move on from, let go, get rid of. Do I really need those books
I haven’t opened since I last moved nine years ago? Are those DVDs
ever going to be played again since I don’t even have a dvd player that
works any more? And why do I own two slow cookers?
Dear God, when change is inevitable, help us to navigate through it and
inspire us to weed out all the unnecessary baggage, the stuff in our
homes and in our heads we lug around with us. Amen
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Sung Evensong at
St Aidan’s
All Saints Day
Monday 1st November at 6.30pm

Andy’s last service
Will be on Sunday 7th November at 12.30pm!!!! Refreshments will be
served afterwards. There will be NO 10.15am service or Church Live
that day. Please try and make it, I’d love to see as many people as
possible to say goodbye on that day.

St. Michael and All Angels
Primary School
Foundation Governor Vacancy
This is our church school. Due to Clem
Rushworth's projected move to be
nearer to family in the south of
England, there is a vacancy on the school's governing body for a
foundation governor. This person must be a practising Christian and
connected to St. Michael's/ St. Aidan's church, though not necessarily a
member of the PCC. If you have an interest in seeing that our children
get the best education possible, in a great learning environment, this
could be your chance to contribute. For more information email Clem
at clemrushworth@gmail.com

November Baptisms
We welcome into the church family
7th Riley Murch

St. Michael's and St. Aidan's Socially Distanced Puzzles
Quiz: Climate and weather
As world leaders arrive in the UK for the meeting known as COP26 find
out how much you know about climate change and weather in general.
All answers are correct as of 19.10.21 and are given at the end of the
newsletter with those to last month's quiz.
1. Which UK city will host the COP26 meeting on climate change this
autumn?
2. Which body is responsible for setting up these meetings?
3. COP3 held in Japan, led to which global agreement on climate
change?
4. What horticultural name is given to the gases which cause global
warming?
5. Carbon Dioxide is one of the 2 most harmful of these gases. Which
is the other?
6. In August 2021 which Mediterranean island recorded a
temperature of 48.8 degrees Celsius, the highest ever recorded in
Europe?
7. Name the teenage Swedish climate change activist whose initials
are GT?
8. According to Scientific American, what percentage of coral reefs
have been lost over the last 30 years due to warming oceans, a) 30%,
b) 40% or c) 50% ?
9. What is the common name for the Atlantic current which gives the
UK its temperate climate but which scientists say is slowing critically?
10. How many of the UK's10 wettest years on record have occurred
since 1998, a) 5 b) 7 c) 9 ?
11. Which country is the world's largest emitter of gases causing global
warming?
12. In 2020 the Earthshot Pirze for solutions to the damage we are
causing to our planet was launched jointly by which naturalist and
which member of the royal family?

13, What is the highest temperature ever recorded in the UK? a) 38.7
b) 39.7 c) 40.7 degrees Celsius
14. What is the name of the scale, running from 0 to 12, on which wind
force is measured?
15. Which of these is not listed on that scale - a) Light Air, b) Near Gale,
c) Cyclone?
16. Name the atmospheric layer which protects the earth from UV
radiation from the sun.
17. In the UK which of these is responsible for flood risk management
- a) National Government, b) Local Authorities or c) Internal Drainage
Boards?
18. In February 2018 what name was given to the cold, easterly wind
which brought prolonged freezing temperatures to Britain?
19. Which BBC weather forecaster famously failed to forecast the 1987
hurricane?
20. What three letter name is given to the centre of a hurricane?
Answers are at the end of the newsletter.

Lectionary for November 2021
3rd Before Advent Nov 7th
Jonah 3.1-5,10
Psalm 62.5-12
Hebrews 9.24-28
Mark 1.14-20
2nd before Advent Nov 14th (Remembrance Sunday)
Daniel 12.1-3
Psalm 16
Hebrews 10.11-14 [15-18]19-25
Mark 13.1-8
Next Before Advent Nov 21st (Christ the King)
Daniel 7.9-10,13,14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1.4b-8
John 18.33-37
Advent Sunday 28th Nov
(YEAR C BEGINS)
Jeremiah 33.14-16
Psalm 25.1-9
1 Thessalonians 3.9-13
Luke 21.25-36

A True Story:
The Wreck and Rescue of a Scottish Fishing Crew
The Thrilling Narrative of a Life and Death Experience
By James McKendrick Part 3
The dark object was indeed a large boat from the neighbouring village of
Portessie that had gone out to search the sea and look for a small boat from
the port that had not returned; and when they did discover it the skipper
‘Simpson’ refused to accept a rope to be towed by them to the harbour. Let
me give skipper Simpson’s story as related to the writer, and then let all who
doubt or deny the existence of a prayer-hearing and a prayer-answering God
account for skipper Simpson’s conduct. I said to him, “why did you refuse
their rope and the help they offered you when you were in so much danger?”
He said, “to this day I can’t tell you why I refused their help, for often I would
have been glad of their help when I have been in far less danger. But though I
needed their help that day and knew that the skipper and the crew of the
rescue boat were angry at my refusal, I felt somehow I dare not accept it. If I
had accepted the offer the Sutherlands would have perished”.
So as the rescue boat put around for home, God directed them in the way of
the drowning trio, and with all speed they bore down on them. As soon as
Sandy knew they were seen he cried, “haud on, haud on there’s help coming
– haud on”. God had heard and in this unexpected way God was answering
prayer. Rapidly the rescue boat drew near and found Sandy, Jamie and the
boy, strength gone, ready to perish and utterly exhausted. As quick as warm
hearts and willing hands could do it, they were brought on board and rapidly
were making for Findochty harbour, where their weeping friends and
neighbours had been watching for their return.
As the boat approached their consternation grew. What could it mean? A
Portessie boat. Why is it coming here? As she glided betwixt the pier heads
all eyes were upon it. No explanation was required, the sutherland’s boat had
been wrecked. The Portessie boat had rescued Sandy, Jamie and the boy, the
others were drowned was the conclusion of the onlookers. As they were
brought ashore the aged weeping mother of the five brothers was first to cry,
“where are the others?” Quickly sandy told of the passing boat and how four
scrambled on board. It seemed incredulous. Why didn’t the boat take them
all? These were questions not easily answered from a fisherman’s point of
view, for they usually consider no danger too great that they might help each
other in times of peril.

Sandy assured his mother that the others were safe at Buckie. Twixt doubts
and fears the mother started for Buckie, but ere had she gone a mile she saw
four men coming. With slow steps and heavy hearts they were walking home.
How could they break the sad news? How could they tell of the three left to
perish in the water? These questions filled their minds as they approached
Findochty when they saw their mother approaching. “It’s mother, what shall
we say?” She rushed towards them frantic with joy and embracing Joseph
she said, “Sandy told me you were all safe, but I could hardly believe it”.
They all stared at each other. Had mother’s reason been dethroned? How
could sandy have spoken to her? Was it possible that he had been saved?
“Mother, where have you seen Sandy” they asked. “At home”, she replied.
And explained about the boat from Portessie.
A very few years later after the memorable incident during the herring fishing
season at Peterhead, a terrible storm burst while boats were at sea. With
speed, all boats sought to reach the harbour, one crew, the skipper of which
was a great friend of the Sutherlands and a very devoted Christian man saw a
boat in a helpless condition. Let us bear down on the boat, cried the Christian
skipper “perhaps they need our help”. Their mast had broken and several
crew and their skipper had been injured. The Christian skipper was soon
alongside and as soon as they saw their plight, boarder her and rendered
what aid they could. Only one thing could be done, which was at great risk to
the rescue boat was to fasten a rope and tow it into the harbour. Eventually
after much work the two boats entered the harbour. Then the Christian
skipper recognised the injured skipper. “Aren’t you the skipper that left my
friends, the Sutherlands to perish in the moray Firth?” Ashamed of his
conduct and overcome by kindness that was now being shown to him he
burst into tears and confessed his conduct that day. Skipper Flett (the
Christian skipper) said “we are Christians, we are saved by the precious blood
of Christ; therefore we can’t treat you as you treated them”.
May this thrilling incident and narrative richly magnify the love and grace of
God in the eyes of every reader, and endear the lord Jesus Christ our Saviour
to every heart. This will fully accomplish the object for which it is written and
gratify the hearts of all concerned. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son that whosoever believes on him shall not perish but
have everlasting life. John 3:16

Resources borrowed from other
places.

‘Becoming a vegan is a huge missed
steak!’
‘I quit my job when the boss started
paying me in edible plants. I couldn’t live
off that celery!’
‘Bread is like the sun. It rises in the yeast
and sets in the waist.’
‘I recently set up a yacht building
business in my bungalow. Sails are
through the roof!’

Local History… Ben Stables
Shelf and Buttershaw A to Z

A is for…
Alderson Street is one of the
streets in Beck Hill which we
think of as Buttershaw.
Originally, Buttershaw meant
the area around Buttershaw Lane but in the nineteenth century the
area around Beck Hill became built up with a number of streets around
Buttershaw Mills (next to Tesco) which was constructed in the 1850’s
and the area became known as Buttershaw.
Alderson Street was built by William Alderson (1816-1881), who was a
greengrocer and shopkeeper, and it is thought that he purchased land
at Beck Hill in 1854 and built ten houses, two shops and stables for
eight horses down one side of the street. The North Bierley Planning
Book records him building two cottages in 1868 with a further two in
1878 (the book only starts in 1866). The street was almost certainly
built in such a piecemeal manner. The name Alderson Street first
appears on the 1881 Census.
William Alderson moved to Beck
Hill from Dewsbury shortly after
his marriage. In 1841 he was a
miner, but ten years later he
was described as a shopkeeper.
William built up a business in
haulage, and as a coal and corn
merchant. William Alderson
died on the 8th April 1881 aged
65 years and was buried at
Bethel Chapel. The houses on Alderson Street continued to be owned
by members of the Alderson family until the 1930’s and 1940’s when
most of them were sold off, only one house still remains in the
ownership of an Alderson family descendant today.
Ben Stables (shelfhalifax.wordpress.com)

The Promise of Advent
Stir up our hearts, we beseech you,
to prepare ourselves to receive your
Son.
When He comes and knocks, may He
find us not sleeping in sin,
But awake to righteousness,
Ceaselessly rejoicing in His love.
May our hearts and minds be so
purified, that we may be ready to
receive His promise of eternal life. Amen
from The Gelasian Sacramentary, c.500
(oldest official prayer book of the Western Church

Advent Sunday is 28th November

Remembrance Sunday
Extract from The Old Issue by
Rudyard Kipling
A well-known quote often
shared to commemorate the
lives of fallen soldiers came
from Kipling’s The Old Issue.
‘When you go home, tell them
of us and say, for their
tomorrow we gave our
today.’

We Shall Keep the Faith
by Moira Michael, November 1918
Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valour led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields

Extract from For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

An Act of Remembrance will take place at Shelf
Cenotaph on Sunday 14th November 10.50am

Answers to mixed spices and herbs quiz (last month)
1. Parsley 2. Rosemary 3. Dill 4. Borage 5. Coriander 6. Star Anise 7. Bergamot
8. Lemon grass 9. Spearmint 10. Turmeric 11. Paprika 12. Tarragon 13.Thai
basil 14. Nutmeg 15. Cardamom 16. Saffron 17.Sumac 18. Allspice 19.
Echinacea 20.Oregano.
ANSWERS TO CLIMATE CHANGE & WEATHER QUIZ
1. Glasgow 2. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) 3. Kyoto Protocol 4. Greenhouse Gases 5. Methane (CH4) 6. Sicily
7. Greta Thunberg 8. c) 50% 9. The Gulf Stream 10. b)7 11. China 12. Duke of
Cambridge and Sir David Attenborough 13. a) 38.7 in Cambridge in 2019 14.
Beaufort Scale 15. c)Cyclone 16.Ozone Layer 17. All of them 18. The Beast
from the East 19. Michael Fish 20. Eye

LOOKING AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS
Christmas Fair with Santa: Saturday 4th December 11.00am –
1.30pm

'CHRISTINGLE' Sunday December 19th at 4 pm - a lovely
candle-lit opportunity for whole families to rejoice that Jesus is the
Light of the World - and will support the work of the Children's Society.
MIDNIGHT MASS Friday December 24th at 11.30 pm - an
inspiring service recalling the amazing truth that Jesus is 'Emmanuel' 'God With Us'.
CHRISTMAS DAY Saturday December 25th at 10.15 am - A
relaxed communion service focusing on the birth of Jesus. A spiritual
moment on a special day .
BLUE CHRISTMAS Sunday December 26th at 10.15 am Christmas can be a difficult period. Our worship will offer Jesus'
promise to the sick and bereaved.
CAROL SERVICE Sunday January 2nd at 10.15 am Christmas
Day is the start of Christmas, not the end of it! Join us for a wonderful
celebration of carols and readings.

Contacting Us
For all church enquiries ring 07714 291 393
For contributions to the Newsletter email:
Jr.hal@hotmail.com
Church Website. www.shelfwithbuttershaw.net
Or follow us on Facebook
Worship at St Michaels with St Aidan’s
Sundays: 9.15 am prayer meeting, 10.15am Morning
Worship 6.30pm Church Live
Tuesdays: 10.30 Church working group
Wednesdays: Little Angels during term time 9.30am
Thursdays: Bible Study Group at St Aidan’s 10.00am
We want to pray with you! Prayer Chain If you, or someone
you know needs urgent prayer call John Whiteley (01274 676670)

